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Office Action Summary 



Application No. 
09/539,346 



Applicant(s) 



Examiner 



Drew A. Dunn 




ne MMLING DATE of this communl catlon appears on the cover sheet with the correspondence address - 

TsHO^NED STATUTORY PER.OD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXP.RE _J>ne__ MONTH(S) FROM 
^^^^^^^^■^^ s 1X ,a )M o NT H Sfromtha 

- I, NO period for repry h specified above, the maximum '^»^^££ZL to become ABANDONED .36 U.S.C. ! 133). 
earned patent term adjustment. See 37 CFR 1 .704(b). 

Status 

1 ) □ Responsive to communication(s) filed on . _ 

2a) □ This action is FINAL. 2b)» This action is non-final. 

3,0 Since .his 3P.lica.ion i S in condition ,o, aiiowance cTl V T^ol"" '° ** """" " 

closed in accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quayle, 1935 CD. 11, 453 o.b. 

Disposition of Claims ^ ^ ^ application . 

4)63 niaim(s) 1-28 . ■ 



4a) Of the above, claim (s) 

5) □ Claim(s) , 

6) □ Claim(s) . 

7) D Claim(s) 

8) 53 Claims 1-28 



is/are withdrawn from consideration. 

is/are allowed. 

is/are rejected. 

is/are objected to. 



are subject to restriction and/or election requirement. 



Application Papers 

9)D The specification is objected to by the Examiner. 

10)D The drawing(s) filed on 



is/are a) □ accepted or b)D objected to by the Examiner. 



1 1 )□ The proposed drawing correction filed on _ 

If approved, corrected drawings are required in reply to this Office action. 

1 2) D The oath or declaration is objected to by the Examiner. 

Priority under 35 U.S.C. §§ 119 and 120 1l9(aMd ) or (f) 

13) D Acknowledgement is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119(a) (d) or (f). 

a)D All b)D Some* c)D None of: 

1 □ Certified copies of the priority documents have been received. 

2. □ Certified copies of the priority documents have been received in Application No " — — — ' 

3- □ — - ~ " ^ Nat ' 0na ' Sta96 

-See the attached' detailed Office action for a list of the certified cop.es not rece.ved. 

14) D Acknowledgement is made of a claim for domestic priority under 35 U.S.C. § 1 19(e). 
.,□ The translation of the foreign language provisional app.ication has been received. 

15) D Acknow.edgement is made of a claim for domestic pnority under 35 U.S.C. §§120 and/or 121. 

Attachment(s) „ ,p T0 -413) Paper Nolsl. 

1) □ Notice of References Cited (PT0-892I ^ 

o .ornOdRI 51 □ Notice of Informal Patent Application (PTO-1521 
21 □ Notice of Draftsperson's Patent Drawing Review (PTO-948) L_J 

3) □ Information Disclosure Statements) (PTO-1 449) Paper Nolsl. « ^ ""^ . 
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Washington, D.C. 20231 



Paper No. 9 

Application Number: 09/539,346 
Filing Date: 03/31/2000 
Applicant(s): Brauss 

DETAILED ACTION 

Applicant is advised of the following error in the abstract: 

The abstract of the disclosure is objected to because its length exceeds 150 words. 
Correction is required. See MPEP § 608.01(b). 

Applicant is reminded of the proper language and format for an abstract of the disclosure. 

The abstract should be in narrative form and generally limited to a single paragraph on a 
separate sheet within the range of 50 to 150 words. It is important that the ab str act not ^exceed 
150 words in length since the space provided for the abstract on the computer tape used b ^the 
printer is limited The form and legal phraseology often used m patent claims such as means 
S Psrid," should be avoided. The abstract should describe the disclosure sufficient ly to assist 
readers in deciding whether there is a need for consulting the full patent text for details. 

The language should be clear and concise and should not repeat information given in the 
title It should avoid using phrases which can be implied, such as, "The disclosure concerns, 
"The disclosure defined by this invention," "The disclosure describes, etc. 

Election/Restriction 
Restriction to one of the following inventions is required under 35 U.S.C. 121 : 
I. Claims 1-15, drawn to X-ray head support, classified in class 378, subclass 193. 
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II. Claims 1-23, 27 and 28, drawn to X-ray diffraction, classified in class 378, 
subclass 7 1 . 

III. Claims 24-26, drawn to measuring strain on load bearing members, classified in 
class 73, subclass 760. 

The inventions are distinct, each from the other because of the following reasons: 
Inventions I and II and I and III are related as subcombinations disclosed as usable together in a 
single combination. The subcombinations are distinct from each other if they are shown to be 
separately usable. In the instant case, invention I has separate utility such as moving and aligning 
other types of portable X-ray system sources without the need of determining the strain on the X- 
ray support. See MPEP § 806.05(d). 

Inventions II and III are related as subcombinations disclosed as usable together in a 
single combination. The subcombinations are distinct from each other if they are shown to be 
separately usable. In the instant case, invention II has separate utility such as X-ray diffraction 
without need of determining the strain on the X-ray support. See MPEP § 806.05(d). 

Because these inventions are distinct for the reasons given above and have acquired a 
separate status in the art because of their recognized divergent subject matter, restriction for 
examination purposes as indicated is proper. 

Applicant is advised that the reply to this requirement to be complete must include an 
election of the invention to be examined even though the requirement be traversed (37 CFR 
1.143). 
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Conclusion 



The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to applicant's 
disclosure: none has been cited at this time. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the examiner 
should be directed to Drew A. Dunn whose telephone number is (703) 305-0024. The examiner 
can normally be reached between the hours of 8:00 AM to 3:00 PM Monday thru Thursday and 
every other Friday (second Friday of the bi-week). 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Robert H. Kim, can be reached on (703) 305-3492. The fax phone number for this 
Group is (703) 308-7722 or (703)308-7724. 

Communications via Internet e-mail regarding this application, other than those under 35 
U.S.C. 132 or which otherwise require a signature, may be used by the applicant and should be 
addressed to [drew.dunn@uspto.gov]. 

All Internet e-mail communications will be made of record in the application file. PTO 
employees do not engage in Internet communications where there exists a possibility that 
sensitive information could be identified or exchanged unless the record includes a properly 
signed express waiver of the confidentiality requirements of 35 U.S.C. 122. This is more clearly 
set forth in the Interim Internet Usage Policy published in the Official Gazette of the Patent and 
Trademark on February 25, 1997 at 1 195 OG 89. 

Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application or proceeding 
should be directed to the Group receptionist whose telephone number is (703) 308-0956. 




Drew A. Dunn 

Primary Examiner Art Unit 2882 
24 February 2003 



